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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

DOWNWARD STEPS OF RADICALISM.

fhe pressure of Congressional matter on our
ocolumus has for the last few weeks denied us the
pquisite space for some remarks on one or two of
the political events of the time which seem to us of
$00 evil angury to be allowed to pass unnoticed or
uncondemned. We shall endeavor to exceute our

purpose to-duy. 3

The first ogeurrence upon which we purpose to
comment is the recent decision of the Legislature of
New Jersey by which it refused to consider the ques-
tion that wus legitimately brought before it touching
the eligibility to the Gubernatorial chair in that State
of its present incumbent. The ground upon which
Gov. Pricr's competitor claimed to contest his eligi-
bility ws deemed to be found in that clause of the
State Constitution which requires that the Governor
shall be o “ resident of the State seven years next be-
fore his cleetion, unless hie shall have boen absent dur
ring that time on the public business of the United
States or of the State.”” It was maintained by Jors
Haywoon, Esq., the contestant, that though his
opponent, Rovuan M. Prick, Esq, had received a
majority of votes in the recent canviss fu.r (roverner
in that State, he was nevertheless rendered ineligi-
ble by reason of kis residence in other States during
the  geven years next before his election.”

We have no disposition to examine into the
merits of this controversy; but, since the Constitu-
tion of New Jorscy expressly declares that ¢ con-
tested clections for the office of Governor shall be
decided by the Legislature,” we may venture to in-
fer that the dominant party in the present Legisla-
ture were so ill-assured of Gov. Pripe’s pretensions
to eligibility thut they preferred to shirk the con-
test which the organic law of the State imposed
wpon them rather than to incar the risk of ancet
ing it. Such a course, to say the least, evinces
rather the conscious strength of the ¢ majority of
numbers” than of a good cauge. If the Constitu.
tion of o State requires certain qualifications for the
office of Governor, it will *.ut, we suppose, be ¢on-
tended that any man i3 clg hle wbsi post who lacks a
single one of the constitutiosn requiremcnt=.  To consti-
tute a valid election requires uot 1y & majority ol votes,
but a legal candidate as well.  A: win ided | rson can
no more be legally elected by waoriry of votes than
by & minority. The number of vot » that'Lic may receive
oan in no wise change the constitutional aspect of the
question, The votes thrown for an illegal candidate are
exactly iike so many figures multiplied into nought, the
product of which is nought, however large the multiplier
may be. And yet, clear as such reasoning must be to all
when viewed in the light of constitutional law, there are not
wanting those among us who pretend to ignore its cogen-
ey. They tell us that mere majorities are of themselves
eompetent to dispose of the -constitutional impediments
which the organic law may seem to ercct against the will
of these majorities. Thug, upon this very topic of Gov.
Price's eligibility, a Philadelphia contemporary (the Eve-
ning Argus) took occasion some time ago to remark as
follows, and as the parsgraph wus also copied'by our
neighbor the * Unien,” we may presume it received the
panction of the Government organ:

 Though Rodman M. Price has ‘unquestionably re-
ceived a majority of the yotes cast,’ and thus been elect-
ed Governor of the State by that highest and holiest of
all powers in a Republie, the People, still Whiggery, true
10 iws hatred of Republican principles, aud’adverse to re-
gogniging the rights of the majority, is about to arrogate
to itselfl the right of questioning the wishes of the people,
and thwarting, if possible, their choice expressed at the
ballot-bax. e yuestion of the sneligibility of Mr, Price has
been dispused of, und does not enter into the consideration
of any sensible man a¢ this time, if indeed it has at wny
period during the canvass; and the attempt to raise that
i8sue now is but a ruse to conceal a still more wicked and
malicious nttack upon the Constitution of the State and
the will of the People. The citizens of New Jersey, by a
majority scarcely ever paralelled in the political history
of that State, huve elected Mr. Price, and the sovereign
people will be *the lion in the path’ of the Whig party,
if they attempt to interfere and defeat, by their machina-
tions, the expressed will of the majority. The people,
honest in their purposes and inflexible in their determi-
nation to support the well-settled principles which lie at
the foundation of this republican form of government, the
right of a majbrity to chose their own rulers, is the power
in which we bave an ‘abiding faith,' and they will take
enre that the candidate who has ‘ unguestionably received
» majority of the votes cast’ for Governor of New Jersey
will take his eeat at the appointed time and dischargo
the dutios of that office.”

Here it is maintained that & majority of votes is alene
sufficient to validate nn election, all questions as to the
legality of ecither voters or candidates being studiously
despised and left out of account, as inconsistent’ with
«that highest and holiest of all powers in o Republic.”
To refute such s monstrous interpolation in the dostrines
of Republicanism would be useless ; to indicate it is suffi-
gient to condemn it in the eyes of all who retain any re-
spect for u liberty fonnded on law.

There is, however, another subject of kindred nature,
but of still mora alarming import, upon which we design
more particularly to dwell, as marking the prevalence
and supromacy in certain quarters of opinions which, if
they became general, could not but result in the over-
throw of the most distinctive fentures which give charac-
ter to our Gowernment, whether State or National. Our
readers have already been informed that the present
Democratic Legislature of Rhode Island recently passed
a resolution reversing and annulling the decree of the
Bupreme Court in that State, rendered in 1844 against
Thomas Wilson Dorr, for exciting o rebellion against the
@overnment. Though it is notlikely that any of our read-
ars, who were contemporary observers, have forgotten the
events which signalized that insurrection against law and
oeder, yot it will perhaps enable us the better to trace
the consistent progress of radicalisim in that Stateif we
Lastily review the prominent incidents of the rebellion in
which the Mr. Dorr figured as ringleader.

The State of Rhode Island retained until 1842 her co-
fonial charter, which she had reccived from King Charles
11, in the fourteenth year of his reign. At the period of
the revgjution such changes and amendments were intro-
ducod into the instrument as the altered relations of the
people made necessary. By this charter the right of suf-
frage was vested in every froeholder who possessed pro-
perty in the sum of nbout $130. This restriction on the
popalar suffrage was long made the theme of indignant
denunciation by certain self-styled advocates of  the
# largost liborty for the largest number,” until in the year
1840 & mass meeting of the * reformers™ was held to
goncert mensures for the extension of the right of suffrage
and the formation of a new constitution. This meeting
scoordingly nssumed the prerogative of calling s ** Con-
stitutional Convention,” the members of which were elect-
ed by the parties intorested, but of course without due
gourse of luw. Nevertheless the Convention met, made
& new oonstitution, and sabmitted it to the people for
ratifioation at a special election ordered by the Conven-
tion iteelf, and in which of course the * reformers” had
it pretty much their own way, as all legally disposed citi-
sens refused to give any countenance, even by voting
aguinst them, to proceedings which were illegal alike in
their inoeption and {xecution. !

The new constitution, Kowover, was declared by its
patrons to be duly ratified, and, acoording to its terms,
was to take effect a fow months later. An election next
followed for a Governor and Legislatare who should in-
sugurate the new Government. The functionarics thus
eslocted accordingly assembled at the capitol to enter on

their self-constituted duties. Dut the legally

existing
Government was not disposed to look any longer with for-
bearance on their extreme and violent assumptions. The
doors of the State House wero shut in the faces of the
new assembly, who, however, installed themselves in a

neighboring foundry, passed laws, issued edicts, and left
its Governor, Thomas Wilson Dorr, to execute them by
means of the plenary power which was vested in him for
that purpose.

To eay that o!l these proccedings were illegal is to
characterize them too gently; they were usurpations the
most treasonable ju nature and the most insurrectionary
in the manner of their institution. They were not only
done without color of suthority, but in direct contraven-
tion of the highest law of the State. Itwas incverysense
of the word a rebellion.

To enforce the laws, however, of this tumultuary legis-
lation, Gov. Dorr took the responsibility of calling out the
“ militia,” meaning of course by this term his own re-
tairers and adberents. The mob, thus summoned and
armed, marched against the State arsenal, which was
vigorously sssaulted, but the ricters were soon repulsed
and dispersed, and the Governor himself, Jeserted by bis
camp-followers, fled to New Hampshire, Not long after-
wards, however, the fugitive leader of the insurgents re-
turned to Rkode Island, re-organized his legions, and
drafted ndditional recruits from the ¢ Bubterrancan De-
mocracy ¥ of New York, But scarcely had he set his
gquadron o second time on the field before his myrmidons
were again put to ignominious flight byjthe forces of the
legally existing Government. The sged and venerable
father of Dorr enrolled himself among the minute-men
bu the side of law and order so fatally disturbed by his
unworthy son, Dorr again became a fagitive.

Bat meanwhile Rhode Island had legitimately revised
her constitution, und effected legally the changes which
were deemed to be in accordance with the real wishes of
the people. A new constitution was frumed aud adopted.
About a year luter Dorr adventured to return again to
the State; he was forthwith arrested on charge of high
trepson, was tried by the Supreme Court, was convicted
and sentenved to the State- prison for life, with the for-
maul deprivation of civil rights.

1f this punishment seem severe it can ouly be from not
duly considering the magnitudo of the erime. There is
a disposition among certain persons to palliate . political
offences as though they were comparatively venisl; but
they ore precisely those which in proportion to their
gravity are the mest criminal.  “ Our parents are dear,”
says Cicero in o familer pagsage, <“dearare our children,
dear our friends and companions, bat a common country
embraces all the charities of them all. To benefit his
country what good man will hesitate to die? While de-
testable beyond comparison is the burbarity of those who
would wound lher by their criminal assaults, and who
cither are or have been wholly occupied in her destruc-
tion."

After a year's confinement in the penitentiary Dorr was
released by act of the Legislature, who, it i3 believed,
were lufluenced to this deed of clemency by a too fond
belief that the epirit of faction and disorder hud been
effectually crushed in the State.

But the Democracy having during the present year re-
gained their lost azcendancy in the government of Rhode
Island, they hastened to pass, among their earliest acts,
the following decree of the General Assombly: '

¢TIt is enncted by the General Assembly as follows :

¢ Sec, 1, The judgment of the Bupreme Court whereby
Thomas Wilson Dorr, of P'rovidence, on the twenty-filth
day of June, 1844, was sentenced to imprisonment for
life, at hurd labor, in separate confinement, is hereby re-
pealed, reversed, annulled, and declared in all respects to

be as if it npd never been rendered.
“ Beo, 2. To the end that right be done to the said

the county of Newport is hereby directed to write across
the face of the record of ssid judgment the words, ¢ Ke-
¢ yersed and anoulled by order of the General Assembly,
¢ gt their January eession, A, D, 1854.°

¢ Sec, 3. The Seoretary of State is hereby directed to
transmit o copy of this act to each of the tiovernors of
the several States and to the Congress of the United
States.” :

Was there ever & more high.handed outrage than this
committed by one of the depositaries of the State gove-
reignty on an independent aud co-ordinate branch of the
Government? The act of the United States Sepate in
mautilatiog its own journil was deemed by many to be a
streteh of power ot once arbitrary and monstrous ; but
the Legislature of Rbode Island bas taken a step beyond
that, It hag invaded the sanctuary of justice, and with
unclean touch has fouled and soiled the journal of the
most august tribunal in the State—a tribunal over whose
records it has no more legitimate control than the United
States Senate have over those of our Supreme Court; and
yet, in all its assumptions touching the right to oblite-
rate its own vecords, would ‘the Senate have ever ven-
tured a similar usurpstion over those of the lutter tri-
bunal ?

Butthe Rkode Island Democracy are deterred by no
such seruples; and, not satisfied with the perpetration of
80 gross an iniquity, it boldly flaunts it shame before the
face of the nation. It directs the Secretary of State to
trausmit & copy of this act to each of the Governors of
the several States and to the Congress of the United
States! The enormity of the transaction is only exoced-
ed by its brazen impudence. It would seem, indeed, that
the Rhode Island Democracy do but scek in this to imi-
tate the custom of the Highland chiefs, who once were
wont to rally their clanimen and confederates to some
free-bootipg foray by dispatching swift messengers from
village to village, each bearing sand trousmitting from
hand to hand the * fiery cross of shame,” which was the
symbol of some sudden and important emergency in which
ull who beheld the signal were called to act. Do the
Rhode Island Democracy summon their brethren in ¢ the
several States” to unite with them in a similar foray on
the Judiciary? And by sending such a missive o the
“ Congress of the United States” do they seck to inform
that body of its hitherto unexercibed prerogatives over
the records of the Supreme Court? As the precedent of
the Rhode Island Assembly is thus conspicuously brought
before the whole country, let us look a little more closely
into the hideous features which it presents.

If there be any principle of republican government, as
our fathers understood it, more fundamental than an-
other, it is that which ordaina the distribution of its
powers in the hands of independent and co-ordinate
branches. Inthe Convention which framed the Constitu-
tion of the United States the first resolution adopted by
that body was that *“ s National Government ought to be
established, consisting of a supreme legislative, judiciary,
and executive.” And this same principle, as Judge Story
observes, ‘‘lies at the bottom of all our institutions,
Blate as well as Nationnl.” Upon the expediency of such
n division in the powers of a State it surely cannot be ne-
cessary to enlarge at this stage in the history of republi-
can government in this country. Yet it is precigely this
principle which is assailed by the action of the Rhode
Island Legislature. A co-ordinate Lranch of the State
Government, aud that the most saered depositary of its
civil and political liberties, the Judiciary, has been tram-
pled upon by the General Assembly. Thefounders of the
Republic were not unaware that the tendency of republi-
can government is to the aggrandizement of the legisla-
ture at the expense of the other departments ; and if, when
penning the papers of the Federalist, Mr. Mavisox felt
himself compelled to confess that the constitutions of the se-
veral States, as they then stood, did not sufficiently provide
against the danger from legislative usurpations, *‘ which,
by assembling all power in the same hands, must lead to
the same tyranny as is threatened by executive usurpa-
tions,” what would that statesman now say, if he could
return among us, to find even the few mounds and dykes
which were standing in his day nearly all washed away
by that torrent of innovation whieh, under the name of
reform, has swept away every constitution of which he
gpoke? If then he exelaimed in alarm that the legisla-
tive department was *‘every where exteading the sphere
of its sotivity, and drawing all power into its impetuous
vortex,”* what would be his exclamations in the face of
such assumptions as those which form the subjects of our
present review ! Apd il Augxanpsr Hamrvrox, in his
duy, corhplained that the Judiciary, from the force of cir-
cumstances, must slways in a republican government be,
““beyond comparison, the weakestof the three depart-
menty of power,”{ at the same time that it is the chief
guardian of our liberties, what would be his complaints
when this weakness has eunk into an impotency to pro-

* Seo Federalist, No. 48. { See Foderalist, No. 78.

Thomas Wilson Dorr, the Clerk of the Bupreme Court of

tect its own records from the obliterating finger of the
Legislature ?

The anarchic tendency of such legislation appears the
more strikingly from considerations like the following.
It is the constitutions! function of the Judiciary to review
the acts of the Legislature, and to decide on their con-
stitutionality. No principle is better settled than this.
The State courts have acted on it from the very origin of
our Government, and for a digest of the earliest decisions

Eent’s Commentaries on American Law, where he will
find the prineiple itsell most luminously stated and de-
fended by the combined foree of logic and established pre-
cedents. Dut, in the matter of Gov, Dorr's * rebabilita-
tion,” it is the Legislature which not only usarps the
function of the Judioiary, but exsctly inverts the consti-
tutional relation of the two departments, and assumes to
review the nets of the Judiciary, not in the only way it
could legitimately do so, by impeaclring its functionaries
for malfeasance in office, but by aunulling its edicts,
Now, if the Legislature is competent to act thus with re-
gard to a criminal decree, it is eually competent to re-
vise and revoke a civil judgment. It may reverse and
annul the decision of the Court in regard to a judgment
of debt or a conveyance of property. Nay, more, if it
may direct the clerk of the court to annul the decision of
the court ofter it lias been made, then it may interfers to
prevent o decision before it has been fade.* The whole
power, judicial and legislative, according to this doctrine
of the Rhode lsland Democracy, centers in the General
Assemlly.

It is another principle of established authority that
the power which makes is not the power to construe the
law; and so far has this principle been extended, and g0
jealously has it been guarded, that all decluratory aets—
that is, ncts intended to declare what the law meant he-
fore it was passed—have been decided to be of no binding
weight with the courts. The Legislature has no powtr,
in pussing a law, to determine how it shall be interpretid
by the Judiciary. 'Dut it is the doctrine of the Rhofe
Island Democracy that the Legislawure may not only dic-
tate the interpretation of its own laws, but may “revers,
repeal, annul, and declare in all respeots as if it had nevir
been rendered,” whatever decrce of the Bupreme Court
it may please to revise, even though it can be showa that
that deeision was according to an interpretation of the
law which even the Legislature itself cannot Impugn. Is
uot this to reduce anarchy to a system ?

We should not, perhaps, conclude the present article
without noticing the attempted justification of this out-
rage on the part of its perpetrators. We find the follow-.
ing in the New York Frening Post, extracted from the
¢ rovidence Herald and Post,” and which in the judgment
of the first-named journal makes out *a pretty clear
ease’ in favor of the Rhede Island Solons:

«The Assembly, having no pardoning power expressly
conferred by the Constitution, is cbliged to look for it
among powers previously exercised and not prohibited;
and it is found in the plainest words in the charter of
Charles 11, p. 4, digest. The charter authorizes the
Assembly *to order, direct, and authotize the imposing
of lawful and redsonable fines, mulots, imprisonments,
and executing other punishments, pecuniary and éorpo-
ral, upon offenders and delinguents, according to the
course of other corporntiona within this our kingdom of
Kngland, and again to alter, revoke, annul, or pardon,
under their common seal or otherwise, such fines, mulots,
imprisonments, sentences, judgments, and coundemnations
agsball be thought fit." "'

 The Constitution now in force in Rhode Island con-
taing the following clanse : .

«The (ieneral Assembly ghall corltinue to exercize the

powers they have heretofore exercised, unless prohibited
in this constitution.”—Art. 1V., sec. 10.

8o far from making out ‘o pretty clesr case' ‘in favor
of the Rhode Island Assembly, it seems to us that these
quotations make out a clear case against it; for on ex-
amining the old colonial charter' of Charles IL we find
that it does expressly cede *'to the Governor and Uom-
pany all powers, legielative, executive, and judicial,” the
King merely reserving to himself, nsapledge of his sove-
reignty, a render of the fifth part of zll the gold and
silyer found in the colony. Dut the present Constitulion
of Rbode Island is founded on the republicen principle of
the distribution of the three powers, and such 8 uburpa-
tion of judicinl functions ns that involved in the reversal
by the General Assembly of the findings of the Conrts is
clearly prohibited by the existing relations between these
two branches of the Government. But even if this apology
were valid, what would it prove? Nothing more than that
anarchy had been made organic and nermal in the insti-
tutions of Rhode Island. It would prove that according
to her very Constitution the only law in that State is the
will of the majority for the time being, and that her only
pandects are tho deerees of her General Assembly ag
interpreted and enforced by its own despotic authority.

Dut the Supreme Court of the United States some years
sgo decided the very guestion involved in the recent out-
rage of the General Assembly of Rhode Island upon the
Supreme Court of that State. The following is the case,
which will be found in vol. 3, p. 508, Dallas’ Reports:

«In August, 17006, the Supreme Court of Judieature
rendered a judgment.against the defendunt, Col. Olney,
the collector of the port of Providence.

¢ Qlney brought a wric of error to remove the cause
into the Supreme Court of the Upited States, the con-
gtrustion of o statute of the United States being invelved
in the decision; and one question was whether the Bu-
preme Court, on whose judgment the writ of error was
brought, or the'General Assembly, was the highest court
of law or equity of the State of Rhode Island in which a
decision in the suit could be had. This question was first
argued by order of the Court, to determine first whether
they had jurisdiction.

* Chief Justice Kuuswonrty delivered the unanimous
decision of the Court,

¢ Weare clearly of opinmion that the Supreme Court of Rhode
Island, en whose judgment this writ of eryor iy brought, is the
lnghest court of luw of that State, within the meaning of the
20th section of the judicial act.  The Geniral Assembly may
sel aside, BUT THEY COULD NOT MAKE A REC1sion.”"”

The judicial act here referred to is the act passed by
Congress in 1780 establishing judicial courts of the Uni.
ted States under the Constitution. The 25th section is
the onc establishing the tribumal in ench State, whence
decisions should come up to the Supreme Court for re-
examination, reversal, or affirmsnoe, on writ of error.

% The Legislature of T ¢ onece d this

wer to interrupt the proceedings of the Supreme Court
{:10 the case of the State ve. Fleming, but the ourt very
properly ruled tha decres of the Legislatare to be uncon-
stitutional and void.—Sece Humphrey's Rep. and Kenl's
Commentaries, wol. T, p. 498,

COMPLIMINT TO LIEUT. MAURY.
Extract from % Letter received in this city from
Mr. Scurorper, Aamerican Chargé (' Affaires near
the Coust of Sweden, dated

o Srookuow, Feunnuary 20, 1854,

% & % © have ge eat pleasure in informing you that
the Swedish Governme ntare desirous of offering o com-
pliment to Lieat. Mawy 1t; and as ho may not receive the
badges apd decorations which would be conferred upon
kim were he an officer « »flone of the Governments of the
continent of 'Europe, . Hog Oscar has ordered a gold
medal to be struck in iis honor at the Swedish mint,
having on oue side a 1 feness of the King, and on the
other, I understand, a 1 ptin inscriptien with the name
of the distinguished ohje tt of the compliment.
“ Baron Srinuszuy vol poteered to inform me that the
medal will be msde of ; Swedish gold coin, one of the
purest in Europe, and i) weight will be equal to fifty
Swedish ducats.” |

THE LAST OF | A NOBLE BAND!
A venerable relic of the p | a5t has departed. JoNATHAN
Hammisarox, the last sury |ivor of the gallant band who
were engaged in the first co; | \ict of the Americau Kevo-
lution, died at Lexington, (M ag9.) on Sunday, in the 96th
year of his nge,  He was a fi fer for the minute men who
sssembled at Lexington Gre¢ n on the memorable morn-
ing of the 19th April, 1775. He was ot the time—then
but seventeen years old—pre; ‘aring for college, but the
events of the day, resulting . in the destruction of his
books, changed the course of  his life. It has been his
foriune to see his comrades in the opening straggle for
independence one by one passii ‘g from the scene, till he
alone remained. At length, at th © good old age of ninety-
five, he has been gathered to hi ¢ fathers. May his re-

on thie point we refer the reader to the first volame of |-

~ WASHINGTON.

« Liberty and Union, now and forever, one aud
- inveparable.”

THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 1854. ‘

THE PRESIDENT AND THE NEBRASKA QUESTION.

Although we’ did not think fit to copy into our
paper the letter of Mr. Cremexs to his friend in
Alabamn, the pulilication of which has drawn from
him the subjoined explanatory one, it is due to the
PRESIDENT that we should insert the latter. The
letter from M. C. to his friend in Alubama, which
found its way into the public papers, contained the
follmring passage:
* But u few days since, in a conversation with s North-
ern Senstor and myself, he [President Piwror] gove it
a8 his decided opinion that Douglas's bill was a proposition
in ‘favor of freedom,’ nnd added that, if it should pass,
although we might abeorh the whole of Mexico, not another
slave State would ever come into the Union. He expressed great
surprise at the oppasition it met reith from the North, and equal
aurprise that the South should Le willing (o takeit. 1 agreed
with him fully, and eould not help recurring to the stra-
tagem by which the Greeks effected the destruction of
Troy.”
In consequence of the publication of this letter
Mr. CreMENs addressed the following letter to the
PrEsIoeNT, which we copy from the Union of Sun-
day last:

WasmixeTon, Manci 24, 1854,
Dear Ste: You have ealled my attention to a late let-
ter of mine to N, Davis, jr, Esg., and particularly to the
following sentence :

“ He expressed great surprise at the opposition it met
from the North, end equal surprise that Ee South should
be willing to take it.”

At the time the conversation fo which that sentence
alludes took place 1 was walking backwards and for-
wards across the room, and should not have noticed it if
you had not remarked that you had no concealments
upon the suljest, aed thit you were glad I wos presgat to

hear it. 7 !
In my letter to Mr. Davis T did not pretend to give

your language, except where quotation marks were used ;
aud, from the subsequent conversation with you, I think
it very probable that [ misunderstood the purport of your
remarks upon this particular point. Your surpri¢e may
have been expressed that the trus men of the North should
hesitate to vote for Douglas's bill when the South were
willing to take it; and, if 1 had paid attention to the
whole conversation, I doubt not such would have heen
the impression left en my mind.
1 have never sought & conversation with you upon the
subject of the Nebraska bill : but every time I have heard
you mention the sebject you bave uniformly expressed
yourself warmly in favor of the principle of the bill, viz:
the principle of the right of the pecple of the Territories
to regulate the guestion of slavery for themselves—a
doctrine from which 1 dissented ; and, as | knew we were
not at all likely fo agree, 1 uoughtﬁnu discussion of the
question. | ‘
You have aspred me always that you thought it hest
for the whole gountry, and insisted that patriotic men in
both sectionsbught to take it. I thought the South must
be the loser, I think so now. I uuderstond you to place
it upon theground that the principle is right in iteelf,
and, if it warks for or sgainst a particular section, no one
has a right to complain: that you were for the rights of
both secfions, and willing to take any consequences that
might f¢llow the practical carrying outof those rights as
you understood them. Very truly, yours,
JERE. CLEMENS.

Gen. Fraxx Piencs,

President of the United States.

OCEAN PENNY POSTAGE.

Our Government has achieved the first step in
this important object, and a long step too, for it
embraces half the circumference of the globe—that
is to say, a penny postage has been established be-
tween this country and Australia. We learn this
interesting fact from the following snnouncement
which we have received from the PosTMAsTER
GexzraL for publication :

Recrran Moxtuuy Mam serwees New Yonk axp

AvsTrALIA DIRECT.—Single rate of posiage five conts, pre-
prid.—The PostaasTRE Gaxgran hss made an arrange-
ment with the proprietors of the ‘ Australin Pioneer
Line of Monthly I'ackets” to convey the mail regularly
between New York and Australia by sailing ships moenthly
in each direction. Itis cxpeeted that the first mail under
this arrengement will be dispatched from New York on
the 25th of April. The single rate of postage for letters
is five conts: for pampllets and magazines one oent an
ounce or fraction of an ounce; and for newspapers two
cents each, pre-payment required.  The incoming malls,
as the United States postage thereon ennnot be pre-paid,
will be treated ae ordinary private ship mails.
The above successiul step is the first fruit of a
general authority wisely given by the PRrEstpeNT
to the PosTMASTER (IENERAL to enter into such
arrangements for chéap ocean postage, and by
the latter hus been promptly and happily carri-
ed out with perhaps the most distant region on
the globe with which our people have any eon-
siderable eorrespondence.
of the age impart to cheap ocesn and international
postage an importance immeasurably greater now
than it would have been a hundred or even fifty
years ago ; and we cannot doubt that an object so
beneficent will soon overcome all existing obstacles
to its universal extension. 'We think that our Gov-
ernment, and especially our Postul Department,
deserves credit for its endeavors to carry forsvard
the good work.

Doxationg oF Pusrnic LANDs.—It appears from
an official statement from the Secretary of the In-
terior that 184,704,392 acres of the publie lands
have been granted to various States and Territo-
ries, of which 4,669,449 were for internal improve-
ments under the act of 1841; 48900535 for
schools ; 4,060,704 for universities ; 5,536,573 for
canals and rivers; 8,888,151 for railroads ; sud
25,990,257 for military services.
Although not within the usual rules which we
preseribe for ourselves, we cannot refrain from allud-
ing to the very brilliant fete—national in its cha-
racter—given last woek by the highly-csteemed
MiNisTER FROM BRAZIL, to celebrate the birth-day
of his Emprrss. Due honor was shown to her
Majesty by the Diplomatic Corps, who appeared in
glittering costume ; and the officers of our own army
and navy testified their respect for the occasion by
wearing full uniform, All that is most distinguishcd
in our city of residen’s and strangers, we learn, paid
their respects to his Excellency and his amiable con-
sort, who, assisted by the assiduous Legation, add-
ed by their urbanity to the charms of their elegant
hospitality.
A correspondent at the seat of Government writes: 1
seldom go among members of Congress, but a gentleman
who mixes a good desl with them tells me that the feel-
ing in favor of the poquisition of Cuba is strong with
them. * I said, * We have no more right to the island of
Cubs than Spain has to the Btate of South Carolina.’
« He replied, *True; but they do not see that.'”

The migratory habits |

FROM OUR LONDON CORRESPONDENT.

Loxpon, Marcn 10, 1854.

Tt is a hizh position which Eugland at present

occupies ; sinee, at the very moment that the Govern-

ment is straining every energy to meet the exigen.

cics of @ war of wnkpown magnitude and duration, |
it is also laying the foundation of necessary und
sulutary reforw in the representation, in the admin- |
istration of the law, in bettering the condition of |
the poor, in facilitating justice in the Court of |
Chaneery, and in rendering the Ecelesiastical Courts |
less deserving the reprehension of she moralist, the |
satirist, and the legislator. A reform is also to be |
niade in the coinage, by the introduction of the dc-i
cimal eystem ; the business of the custom-house is to be

simplified; education to be cared for and promoted, and |
the Universities to be rid of their ineMclencies ; eheapi
postage is to be extended scvoss the water as well as|
neross the land ; oaths, which were necessary perhaps |
in 1688, are to be struck. from the statute book as dero- |
gatory to the enlightenment of 1854 ; the navy is manned '
without impressment, and the army managed without
flogging. Sarely, if the existing Cabinet can mauage all |
these things, and drive Nwuonaa o Russia out of the
Pringipalities and make him desirous of peace, we hall
have n right to &ing (v paans to Lord Avenosexs and Lord
Joux Russenn, and award the victor's wreath to Lord
Racuax and Bir Cuaries Namen. Perliaps we are too
sapguine when we state our opinion that all or the great-
er part of these things will be done before mext Christ-
mns.  We feel assured they will all be sttempted, and we
huve confidence that all will be secomplished that energy,
zenl, and ability can effect.

The manly simplicity with which Mr. Guansroxe has |
announced the plan by which he preposes to raise the ad- |
ditional sum required for the war, inspires confidence and |
respect, even in thoee who are not friendly to the Admin-
istration. Even Col. Bruruonrrs has come as pear to s
compliment asg it is possible Le cun cause kis prejudices
and bis temper to approach.

With respect to the Eastern question, strange to eay,
the balavce yet hangs between war and pence, though
with a daily increasing preponderance towards the for-
mer. Every thing which reaches us, especially in regard
to the Czar's temper end determination, must be received
with & cautious scepticism. Iff we could credit all we
hear hie would certainly appear to be playing o desperate
purt. Having Turkey, Frauce, and England oun his hands,
he is reported ta be desirous to fix a quarrel upon every
Power which wishes to rewain neutral. Intimations to
Denmark, Sweden, and Prussia, to the effect that he will
not recognise them as neutrals unless they adopt mea-
gures towards France and England irreconcileable with
the neatral gharacter, are attributed to him. Itisscarce-
Iy possible to credit such statements, and yet there is in
his manifegto to the Russian people, and in his reply to the
Emperor of the French, an appearance of confidence in
himself and his power that forbids an entire dishelief in
them. Meanwhile preparations for commencing imme- |
diate hostilities are proceeding with unexampled rapidity
both in France and Evgland. News has arrived that the
first detachment of British troops has reached Malta, and
the second is well on its woy ; when it reaches Malta the
first division will leave for Constantinople. The first di-
vigien of the English fieet destined for the Baltic will seil
from Spithead probubly on Saturday. It will not reach
its destination a moment too sson.  The Gulf of Finland
ought, on an average of seasons, to be open in about a
fortnight, and present appearances promise an early
spring.  Rivel is already open, and Crenstadt nearly is.

It iz thought that the Russinns design to concentrate at
the larger island of Aland, which is within a few hours’
sail of Stockliolm, and that capital is eesily accessible
from the sea, not strong in artificial defences. Should it
suit the policy of Russia to seize upon Stoekholm, we
suppose there would not be any hesitation in deing it
We, do not suppose that the great desire of the Emperor
NicitoLas to get his ships out of their winter harbors
arises from any wish to meet the allied French and Eng-
glish fieete in équal battle on'the sea. On paper Lis fleet
sliows stronger than taat now fitting out in Eogland, but
& large proportion of its crews Lias been drafted off to man

4 Therian Empire ;" the Crown to be worn by the Cobourg:
Regent of Portugal. Andalusis is for the Duchess b=
Moxteexsier.  Thisis udesperste state of affairs, which
will not be impwoved by the resolve of the Government to
propose o constitution which shall strengthen the hands
of the Crown and weaken the power of the Legislature.

At itome aff . .ie going from bad to worse. The ad-
miuistration i« weak and fall of disorder, although con-
stantly putting it down. i

From Lombardy the accounts breathe nothing but me-
lancholy monotonous misery. The King of Naples is per-
plexed about.the *attitude which it ought to assume,'
a5 if he would be of any imporiance in the strife which
is about to ensue. The remainder of Italy is a political
noneutity.

Grecoce is o good deal alarmed about the disturbanceés
in Albania. These portious of the Greek army whose
fidelity can be depended upon have been ordered to the
frontier in order to prevent (escrters crossing the boun-
dary to join the insurgeunts,

The Indiun news shows that Russia is very busy ia
that neighborkood, but thst she bas not yet produced any
very important results,

Russia is also very busy negotisting with Sweden, or
at least striving to do so. The Swedish Council of Htate
bas voted three millions of rix dollars banco fowards the
expense of defending the neutrality of the kingdom. The
Russinn admiralty have taken preonutions in the Baltis
like thuse tuken hy Prince Menschikofl in the Dlack Sea,
and removed all the buoys, beacons, &e. '

The Russian Government demands from that of Den.
mark that it sholl refuse to supply the English end French
squadrons with provisions and ecgals. The ministerial

1 reeolation for giving the Dunish adwinistration u right to

procluim u constitution for the whole monarchy, withous
the co-operation of the Chambers, waz rejected in the
Diet by & majority of 47 to l.

Whatever may be the defects in the new constitution of
France, it is certainly calculated to get through with its
logislative functions very rapidly in cese of emergency.
On Tuesday the Emperor signed a decree at the"Puileries
directing that o bill authorizing the Finance Minister to
raise two hundred and fifty miilions of franes (ten mil-
lions of pounda sterling) should be laid before the Corps
Legislatif. An hour afterwards the hill was brought down
to the House, recommended by the Minister of Finance
and about seventy members, and signed by three couneil-
lors of Btate. A committee was immediately appointed
to examine the bill, which on the next day reported unani-
mously inits fayer ; and, after a little interruption, cansed
by a few who thought two hundred and fifty millions not
enough, antd wanted to grant four hundred, the measure
wus prszed by the unanimous vote of the House, two hun- |
dred ond, thirty-cight members being present. This pro-
ceeding shows, not only confilence in the Emperor, but
a hearty co-operation with him under the circumstinces
in which Frauce i8 placed.

Her Majesty will at noon this day pass through the
first division of the fleet aesembled 4t Spithead; bat
there will be no formal review. The first division of the
fleet will eail for the Baltie to-morrow at twelve o'clock.
This arrangement evinces judgment and good taste. The
great objeet now is to get o strong naval force into the
Baltic as quickly as possible. All holyday displays are
therefore disereetly avoided. All festal parade uppears
on this occasion to be discountenanced by the injunction
that ¢ he who putteth on his armor boast not as he who
putteth it off.”" The Queen will in an unostentatious man-
ner, es is her wout, bid the gallant blue-jackets « God
speed.” 3

The appronch of the cholera was hinted at inthe House
of Lords last might. It has alrendy appeared in some
towns of Scotland, and seems progressing by the exact
path which it traversed in 1848 and 1849, 2

A WEEK LATER FROM EUROPE.

Two European steamers arrived yesterday—the
Franklin, at New York, and the Canada at Halifax.
'The Liverpool dates are to the 18th instant.

During the week flour had declined 2s., wheat 6d.,
and eorn 1s.  Cotton unchanged. Consols 01,

the ships in the Buxine. Neither can he intend to render
bis ships available for the protection of his cuast live.
He is evidently preparing to strike some sudden blow, a
Ia Sinopé, before the allied feets can arrive to prevent i,
and his visible reluctance to scquiesce in the cncutrality
of the Scandinavian Powers seems to indicste where that

eonsiderntion of humanity, all regard for the nssociated

the Baltiec. Were u strong division of the Lnglish fleet
prebension. Some difficulty may probably ariee in the
welecticn of a station from which, a8 from a centre, ope-
rations may originate and be directed. Wo have every
confidanoe that the allies know what they are sbout, nad
that all necessary arrangements have been made.
A grand parting dinuer has heen given to Sir Cuanies
Narinz, Lord Parxensétos took the chair, and two other
Cabinet Ministers, Sir Wx. Monesworrn and Sir Jamzs
Grauan, attended. The healths of the Emperor und Fm-
press of the French, of the Sultan of Turkey, of the Turk-
ish Minister, and of Sir Charles Napier werc drank with
puere than usual marks of enthusisstic respect. ir Charles
said in reply:
“The expedition npon which I am setting forth is o
vory great expedition, | cannot say of war, because we
wee yet at peace, but it i3 very near war; and possibly,
when 1 get inte the Baltie, 1 shall tuke su opportunity
1o declure war.”

Joha Dull will very soon have to commence counting
the cost of war, for he will be called vpon to pay an in-

ernment is also to be empowered to issue & large amount
in Exchequer bills during the coming twelve months, if
the costs of the war require it, the total estimated inerease
of expenditurs for the year being more than four millions
sterling, This sum is the exact price of England’s share
of the expense of putting down HRussis. France will also
of course Lave o large sum to contribute. Turkey has

both take expensive measures and run great visks before
| the impending struggle is over.

The Emperor Nicuoras still shows o desire to mego-
tiate. At the commencement of this week he sent fresh
proposals to Vienns, which when examined were found
to contain all the inndmissible demunds of previous Rus-
sian projects.  The Representatives of tae Four Powers
bhave, therefore, at once determined that the proposal
ennnot be entertained, and such an svawer has been re-
| turned to St. Petersburgh.

The Austrian Government has published an order pro-
Llnibitin_g the export of arms, ammunition, and all mate-
rials of war to the Turkish provinces on the {rontiers of

designs againgt that country.

ria. He has been received with military honora and eve-
ry mark of respect. Rumor, which is always busy in
fnding motives for the proceedings of distinguished per-
sons, has cunnected great events with this visit.
the union of Spain and Portugal by o marriage, whic

shall not otfend the pride of either of the united nations;
whilst another report is that the Duke's mission is in-
tended to bring about a closer union between France,
Prussis, and Belgiom. If one-half of the schemes now
slleged to be in embryo be brought to matarity we shall
want & new map of Eurepe.

The last news from Spain is & complete contradiction
of the statement before received of the issue of the mili-
tary insurrection at Saragossa. Instead of the Cordova
regiment having been cut to pieces, it lost only five men,
and continues to give the suthorities s great deal of

trouble.
The people of Pertugal are almost unanimous in wish-

ward be commensurate with th © wishes of s grateful
country ! ?

[New Fork Evening Post.

ing for » union of the two countries, under the title of the

blow will probably be attempted to be struck. Every,

alone in the Baltic there would be little room left for ap- |

gome tas inereaged from 7d. to 10fd. in the pound. Gov-

to pay dearer still; whilst Denmark and Sweden must |

A terrible carthquake reeently oceurred at Cala~
bris, in Italy, by which two thousand persons are

\ reported to have been killed.

No change had taken place in the Eastern ques-
‘_tioﬁ. The first division of the British fleet, under
Sir Criannes Naring, sailed on the 11th,  An ad-
dress had been moved ia the DBritish Parlinment

houor of England and France, imperatively call for the | praying the Queen, in the event of war, to give di-
immediate departure of strong divisions of their fleets Tor | \..tions to prevent any interference widh neutral

| vossels not carrying contraband articles, and sug-
| gesting the policy of entering into such a tresty
with the United States and other Powers.

Accounts from Paris state that neither the French
nor the British Cabinet regards the propositions
made by Prussia for a resumption of negotiations as
likely to lead to a pacific solution of existing diffi-
culties, ap that it would therefore be useless for
those two Powers to entertain the proposition. The
only thing, they think, that ought to be done at
present is to hasten their fleets and troops to the
seat of war. 1t is reported that the subseriptions
for the French loan already amount to 300,000,000f.

i LATE MEXICAN NEWS.

| The New York Commercinl Advertiser thus truthfully
| epitomizes the news relating to the alleged revolution im
! Acapulco which has come from the South by Telegraph
| within the last few days :

1. That Gen. ALvarez held the command of the moun~
‘tain passes, and was strong in the sdhesion of & numer-
eus and hardy mountain force. 2. That he was utterly
defeated, and forsaken by his followers. 3. That he was
strong enough to prevent Government troops from pasa-
inginto Sonora. 4. That he was surrounded in the moun-
tains, and that nearly all his followers had forsaken him.
5. That he was becoming so powerful that Dresident
Basra Axsa had.left the capital in person to take the
field ngninst bim; and, 6, that he has defeated the Govern~
ment troops. The seventh variation will probably come
over the wires to-morrow.

Reieasn or To% Carco or THe Brack Wanrior —We
learn by telegraph from Mobile that & letier from I[la=
vana to the owners of the Black Warrior states that the
eargn was released 85 well as the vessel on the payment
of the §6,000 fine, and that she was to sail for this city
with her cargo on the 24th instant.—New York Mirror.

Prmiie Grauey, Esq. late Collector of the part of

One is |

will exalt a member of tho universal house of Cobourg to |
the throune of the United Kingdom, under & name which | ward of the * Blue Mountain,” and are still spreading, carry-

| Boston, died at Huvana on the 15th instant, aged sbonk

| forty-eight years.

| Asoruer Praser Discoversp,—The London Times an-

the Empire. The eflect "’f "!’i“ order "_i“’ “' the ﬁ’_‘"'[ nounces the almost simaltaneous discovery of another
place, be felt by the ilussians in the principalities, and in | planet, between Mars sud Jupiter, by astromomers at.
certain uut:tinguncie? by the Sert!lnu. The Cear appears | Bishop's and Radeliffe observatories. This iz, we believe,
to be desirous of satisfying Prussia thathe has no hostile | the twenty-eighth planet now known to exist between

Mars and Jupiter, eight (or nine?) of which were dis-

The reigning Duke of 8axe Covovae (brotherof Prince | oovored by Mr. Hind, Mr. Bishop's prineipal astronomer,
Albert) is on a visit to the Emperor of the French at Pa- | 1,4 ;0w another by an assistant there.— Boston I‘rsl-ru"

i Tug Movstaiss srivy ox Fieg.—The fire which has
| been raging in the Blue Mountains, in Pennsylvania, ia
still spreading, and has extended along the base on either
side of the Susquehanna river. The IHarrisburg Herald
EENE S ;

* The flames have now reached the ¢ Little Mountain,’ west~

ing the work of destruetion in their course. On the upposite,
or Dauphin side of the river, the “ Little Mountain’ is #till on
fire, aud the flames are spreading eastward in an alsrming
manner, destroying young timber, cord-wood, rails, &e., and
in many instances endangering the lives and pruperty of the
mountaineers. Some of the people residing in the course of
the devouring element have tna busy night and day clear~
ing nway vombustible matter from the vicinity of their hum-
ble dwellings and lowly mountain cots. The fire, it is sup-
posed, was first started by mischievous individuals, who did

| mot count the consequences ere they kindied the destractive

element.”

It is stated that the Seminole Indisns, headed by the
famous Wild Cat, are committing depredations on the
Texas frontier. On the Sth instant fifty head of horses
and mules were driven across the Rio Grande, Wild Cas

himself heading the marsuding party.
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